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Ballari cops trace 366 
missing children in 5 yrs 
K I R A N  B A L A N N A N A V A R  @ Ballari

AS many as 385 children went 
missing in Ballari district be-
tween 2020 January to Septem-
ber 30 of  the present year, and 
the Police Department success-
fully traced 366, while efforts 
are continuing to locate the re-
maining 19 children.

According to police officers, 
tracing the remaining children 
continues to be a challenge, 
with teams conducting search-
es in Bengaluru and neighbour-
ing states, including Tamil 
Nadu and Telangana. Despite 
sustained efforts, investigators 
have faced difficulties in sev-
eral cases due to the absence of  
Aadhaar card details and 
changes in the facial features 
of  children as they grow older.

In some cases, police have 
also conducted searches in ca-
nals and river stretches, sus-
pecting that the missing chil-
dren might have fallen into 
water bodies. The passage of  
several years in some cases has 
further complicated investiga-
tions. Suman D Pennekar, Su-
perintendent of  Police (SP), 

Ballari district, stressed the 
use of  artificial intelligence 
(AI)-based software to identify 
children by analysing changes 
in their facial features over the 
years. Such technology could 
help investigators compare old 
photographs with the present 
appearance of  missing chil-
dren and generate fresh leads 
in long-pending cases.

Suman directed department 
personnel to cross-check de-
tails of  unidentified bodies re-
ported at police stations located 
downstream of  canals and 
dams. The exercise is aimed at 
ensuring that unidentified bod-
ies are not overlooked while in-
vestigating missing-children 
cases.

Police seize ganja worth over `1 lakh,  
arrest Naregal youth
Gadag: Police have seized 2.091 kg of ganja valued at ` 
1,04,550 and arrested a 22-year-old man from Naregal in 
Gadag district for allegedly procuring the contraband from 
Maharashtra and selling it in rural areas. The accused, 
Basavaraj Haranashikhari, was arrested on Monday following 
a raid conducted by the Naregal police at his residence in 
Eshwara Nagar, Naregal town. Acting on information received 
from beat staff on October 5, the police searched the house 
and discovered the narcotic substance allegedly stockpiled 
for sale. According to the police, packets of ganja had been 
concealed in the home’s prayer room, near pictures of deities. 

During the search, officers recovered a parcel 
wrapped in brown packing tape from a raised 
platform in the room. Examination revealed it 
contained ganja comprising dried leaves and 
seeds. During questioning, the accused 
allegedly admitted to sourcing the ganja from 
Maharashtra for storage and distribution. A 
case has been registered at the Naregal Police 
Station , and further investigation is 
underway. Police records indicate that 
Basavaraj was previously booked in Crime No. 

55/2026, in which 331 grams of ganja worth approximately 
`33,100 had been seized from him. While ganja trafficking 
into Gadag and Hubballi has often been linked to supplies 
arriving by train from Andhra Pradesh, investigators say the 
latest case points to a different supply route, leading to a 
wider probe. Police are examining the matter from all angles 
amid concerns over the spread of narcotics in rural areas. 
Residents of Naregal expressed shock over the arrest of a 
local youth allegedly involved in drug peddling. Many urged 
the police to take stringent action against those involved, 
warning that the growing availability of narcotics in villages 
poses a serious threat to public health and social welfare.

Pangolin’s presence at Haveri 
guest house stuns foresters 
S U B H A S H  C H A N D R A  N  S  @ Haveri

THE Haveri PWD guest house, lo-
cated in the middle of  the town, 
had a rare visitor on Monday: a 
pangolin. The Haveri Forest De-
partment is puzzled by its pres-
ence and suspects either mischief  
by wildlife smugglers or that it 
may have strayed into 
the area while avoiding 
predators. The sight-
ing of  the pangolin at 
the PWD guest house 
has raised several 
questions alongside 
the surprise of  its unu-
sual visit. Upon being 
informed, forest staff  
rushed to the guest 
house and rescued the 
animal. Officials were 
particularly surprised because 
pangolins are highly nocturnal 
and are rarely seen during day-
light hours. The pangolin was 
first spotted by Chandranna, the 
guest house manager, who alerted 
the department about an animal 
he had never seen before. On ar-
riving at the spot, a team led by 

Range Forest Officer (RFO) Sid-
damma Karigar was surprised to 
find a pangolin, also known as a
scaly anteater. “We rescued it and 
examined it. It was just lying 
down. The animal appeared to be 
frightened,” said a forest staff  
member who was part of  the res-
cue team. “Since it was scared and 

appeared stressed, we 
took it to veterinary 
doctors and released it 
into a nearby reserve 
forest after the doctors 
certified it fit for re-
lease,” Karigar told 
TNIE. The Forest De-
partment said this is 
the second time a pan-
golin has been reported 
in Haveri, based on in-
formation provided by 

local residents. “It is in the same 
place that a pangolin was sighted 
several years ago for the second 
time,” said Karigar. Following the 
sighting, the department won-
dered how the animal had reached 
the area, as pangolins typically in-
habit forested regions ranging 
from grasslands to semi-evergreen 

forests. A pangolin is a mammal 
covered with scales. It gives birth 
to a single young one and feeds it 
through its mammary glands. Its 
habitats include dry grasslands, 
scrublands, deciduous forests, 
moist deciduous forests and semi-
evergreen forests. It dwells in bur-
rows and is protected under 
Schedule I of  the Wildlife Protec-
tion Act, 1972. “It is classified as 
an endangered species by the In-
ternational Union for Conserva-
tion of  Nature (IUCN). It is endan-
gered because it is hunted for its 
meat and scales. The scales are 
used in traditional medicine, as 
they are believed to have medici-
nal properties that prevent early 
blood clotting. The animal evolved 
its scales millions of  years ago. 
According to experts, the soft 
scales on its body gradually 
evolved into hard scales over time. 
These scales contain keratin, the 
same substance found in the hair, 
nails and horns of  other mam-
mals. Experts say the scales are 
essentially clusters of  hairs that 
have hardened and now serve as a 
defence mechanism.

Basavaraj 
Haranashikhari 

Ballari  SP Suman D Pennekar conducts a 
meeting with officials 

Mysuru Dasara Kannada Book Fair, featuring discounted sales of Kannada books, will be held from 
October 11 to 20 at the Bharat Scouts and Guides ground in the city, Kannada Book Authority 
chairperson Dr Manasa has said. Manasa said Kannada and Culture Minister Shivaraj Thangadagi would 
inaugurate the book fair. Around 70 publishers are expected to participate, with 90 stalls being set up. 
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ªÉÄÃ®ÌAqÀ mÉAqÀgï ¥ÀæPÀluÉAiÀÄ°è aPÀÌªÀÄUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ f¯Éè ¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV E¯ÁSÉ G¥À«¨sÁUÀUÀ½UÉ 
M¼À¥ÀqÀÄªÀ ¯ÉPÀÌ ²Ã¶ðPÉ :5054-03-101-0-02-132 ¥ÀæªÀÄÄR f¯Áè gÀ¸ÉÛ ¸ÉÃvÀÄªÉUÀ¼ÀÄ, 5054-04-
337-0-01-154 f¯Áè ªÀÄvÀÄÛ EvÀgÉ gÀ¸ÉÛ ¸ÀÄzsÁgÀuÉ, 5054-80-190-0-01-132 PÀ£ÁðlPÀ gÀ¸ÉÛ C©üªÀÈ¢Þ 
¤UÀªÀÄ ¤AiÀÄ«ÄvÀ - §AqÀªÁ¼À ªÉZÀÑ, 5054-04-337-0-01-132 f¯Áè gÀ¸ÉÛUÀ¼ÀÄ - EvÀgÉ §AqÀªÁ¼À 
ªÉZÀÑ,  3054-04-337-1-10-200 f¯Áè ªÀÄÄRå gÀ¸ÉÛUÀ¼À ¤ªÀðºÀuÉ, 2216-07-053-0-01-200- 
¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV ªÀ¸Àw UÀÈºÀUÀ¼ÀÄ ºÁUÀÆ £ÁåAiÀiÁAUÀ ªÀ¸ÀwUÀÈºÀUÀ¼À zÀÄgÀ¹Û/¤ªÀðºÀuÉ, 2059-80-053-
4-00-200 ««zsÀ E¯ÁSÁ PÀlÖqÀUÀ¼À zÀÄgÀ¹Û/¤ªÀðºÀuÉ, 8443-00-117-0-16-542 oÉÃªÀtÂ ªÀAwPÉ 
(SDMF), CrAiÀÄ°è£À MlÄÖ 18 PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ½UÉ  PÉ¦¦ ¥ÉÆÃlð¯ï ªÀÄÆ®PÀ ºÁUÀÆ 08 PÁªÀÄUÁjUÉ 
ªÀiÁå£ÀÄåAiÀÄ¯ï ªÀÄÆ®PÀ  CºÀð UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀjAzÀ mÉAqÀgï DºÁé¤¸À¯ÁVzÉ. PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ªÀ»¹PÉÆ¼ÀÄîªÀ 
CxÀªÁ ¤ªÀð»¹gÀÄªÀ ¸ÁªÀÄxÀåðzÀ §UÉÎ (Standard Tender Document KW -1, 2, 3 & 4 
gÀAvÉ) «ªÀgÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ®UÀwÛ¸ÀvÀPÀÌzÀÄÝ. UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀjUÉ C¢ü¤AiÀÄªÀÄ 3gÀ°è £ÀªÀÄÆ¢¹gÀÄªÀ PÀ¤µÀÖ CºÀðvÉUÀ½zÀÝgÉ 
ªÀiÁvÀæ UÀÄwÛUÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß ªÀ»¸À§ºÀÄzÁVgÀÄvÀÛzÉ. PÀ¤µÀÖ CAzÁdÄ ªÉÆvÀÛ gÀÆ. 1.80 ®PÀëUÀ¼ÀÄ ºÁUÀÆ UÀjµÀÖ 
CAzÁdÄ ªÉÆvÀÛ gÀÆ. 225.00 ®PÀëUÀ¼ÀÄ DVgÀÄvÀÛªÉ. ªÀiÁå£ÀÄåAiÀÄ¯ï ªÀÄÆ®PÀ CºÀð UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀgÀÄ ¢£ÁAPÀ: 
09-10-2026 jAzÀ 13-10-2026 gÀªÀgÉUÉ ¤UÀ¢vÀ ±ÀÄ®Ì ¥ÁªÀw¹ SÁ° mÉAqÀgï ¥sÁgÀA PÉÆÃj Cfð 
¸À°è¸À¨ÉÃPÀÄ. ¢£ÁAPÀ: 19-10-2026gÀAzÀÄ SÁ° mÉAqÀgï ¥sÁgÀA ¥ÀqÉzÀÄ, ¢£ÁAPÀ: 21-10-2026gÀAzÀÄ 
¸ÀAeÉ 5.00 gÀªÀgÉUÉ ¨sÀwð ªÀiÁrzÀ mÉAqÀgïUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ¸À°è¸À¨ÉÃPÀÄ ºÁUÀÆ PÉ¦¦ ¥ÉÆÃlð¯ï mÉAqÀgï 
¸À°è¸À¨ÉÃPÁVgÀÄªÀ 18 PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ½UÉ (E.¸ÀASÉå: 44625, 44464, 44469, 44544, 44327, 44684, 
44683, 42840, 44691, 44692, 44693, 39264 ¢£ÁAPÀ: 12-10-2026, E.¸ÀASÉå: 40437 ¢£ÁAPÀ: 
14-10-2026, E.¸ÀASÉå: 44626 ¢£ÁAPÀ: 19-10-2026. E.¸ÀASÉå: 39765, 39590, 39599, 44694, 
¢£ÁAPÀ: 21-10-2026gÀAzÀÄ) ¸ÀAeÉ 4.30 UÀAmÉAiÉÆ¼ÀUÉ mÉAqÀgï ¸À°è¸À¨ÉÃPÀÄ. ºÉaÑ£À «ªÀgÀUÀ½UÉ PÀbÉÃj 
ªÉÃ¼ÉAiÀÄ°è «µÀAiÀÄ ¤ªÁðºÀPÀgÀ£ÀÄß ¸ÀA¥ÀQð¹ w½AiÀÄ§ºÀÄzÁVzÉ.

@ÅÛ°ÈÚ© mæMsÚÁé ®ÚÃOÚlzæ ÑÚMSæÀ : 24/2026-27  ¦«ÛMOÚ:03-10-2026

ÑÚÕ/- OÛ¾Úß%®ÛÄOÚ BMf¬¾ÚßÁé,  
ÅæàÞOæàÞ®Ú¾æàÞW BÅÛSæ, _OÚQÈÚßVÚ×ÚàÁÚß ÉºÛVÚ, _OÚQÈÚßVÚ×ÚàÁÚß

DIPR/3041/Tender/2026

Tamil Nadu Power Distribution Corporation Ltd.
Notice Inviting Tenders (E-Tendering Process)

SHORT/ PP-45/2026-2027
TNPDCL invites E-Tender for Emergency procurement of power of 1500MW during morning 
peak hours (00 - 02 hrs) and 3000MW for evening peak hours (18-24 hrs) for the period 
from 12.10.2026 to 31.10.2026 from both Interstate and Intrastate generators on firm basis 
from CERC/TNERC approved Traders/ Generators. Bidding will be done as per the revised 
guidelines for short term procurement of power notified by the Ministry of Power vide 
resolution dated 30.03.2016 and as per amendments dated:21.02.2022 through e-Bidding 
portal (DEEP) only and subsequent amendments thereof are applicable to this tender 
specification. The link for the e-Bidding portal is www.mstcecommerce.com and is also 
available on the website of Ministry of Power (www.powermin.nic.in) and PFC Consulting 
Ltd (www.pfcclindia.com). Specification is available in TNPDCL website and MSTC DEEP 
E-Bidding portal. Sd..06.10.26

Chief Engineer/PPP, TNPDCL

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE DIVISIONAL FOREST OFFICER, 

REDHAKHOL FOREST DIVISION
E-mail id - dfo.redhakhol@odisha.gov.in

BID IDENTIFICATION No. F&E/RKL/01(GeM)/2026-27
e-Procurement No�ce (GeM)
No.01     Dated - 02.10.2026

8001/361/2627:   The Divisional Forest Officer, Redhakhol Forest Division, on behalf of 
the Governor of Odisha, invites bids under the Two Packet Bid (Technical Packet and Fi-
nancial Packet) through the Government e-Marketplace (GeM) Portal for the work men-
tioned below. Selection shall be made under the Least Cost Selection (LCS) method.
1. Nature of work. :- Selection of Human Resource Service Provider 

for engagement of Wildlife Protection Squad, 
Anti-Depredation Squad, Para Forest Staff, 
IPCEA Squad, Data Manager, MTS, GIS Expert, 
MIS Expert, Civil Engineer, Drone Pilot, Legal 
Adviser, Field Biologist (200 personnel)

2. Estimated Annual Contract Value :- Rs.5,20,39,827/-
3. EMD :- Rs.5,20,398/-(eligible MSEs / Start-ups may fur-

nish a Bid Security Declaration in lieu of EMD)
4. Availability of bid document on GeM :- From 02.10.2026 to 17:00 Hours of 

22.10.2026
5. Pre-bid Meeting :- 11:30 Hours on 09.10.2026 in the Office of 

the DFO, Redhakhol
6. Last Date & Time of Bid Submission :- 17:00 Hours on 22.10.2026.
7. Opening of Technical Packets :- 11:30 Hours on 23.10.2026.
The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding on the GeM Portal only. Further 
details can be seen on the GeM Portal at www.gem.gov.in. Any Corrigendum / Ad-
dendum / cancellation of the tender will be published on the GeM Portal only.

Sd/- Divisional Forest Officer
OIPR- 8001/8146/1/26-27/0038 Redhakhol Forest Division


